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In Memoriam
DeLana K. Honaker, PhD, OTRL, FAOTA

Dr. DeLana Honaker, a treasured colleague and friend for many in our profession and a member
of the editorial review board for the Open Journal of Occupational Therapy, passed away on March 16,
2021. The OJOT team extends its heartfelt and deep sympathy for her family for the untimely loss of their
beloved daughter, sister, and aunt. A wonderful obituary prepared by Linda Kay Honaker, Adina
Rowland, Whitney Black, Sally Harris, Stacy Rosello, and Sheila Allen provides a detailed history of
DeLana’s many professional accomplishments as well as her deep love for her family, the arts, and
engagement in many rich occupations.
DeLana was very well known for her strong advocacy of inclusion and equity, which she
personally experienced and which adapted well to her own significant challenges. As noted in her obituary,
“she was born with Usher Syndrome, a genetic disorder that is characterized by both progressive hearing
and visual loss.” The hearing loss emerged when she was a young child, and she later experienced visual
loss. As described in her obituary, DeLana shared, “I am quite familiar with issues related to
marginalization, discrimination, and limited opportunities for anyone who is just different,” yet she
encouraged others to communicate in ways that “ensure everyone, and especially those that are diverse,
actually feel invited and/or are welcomed.”
Comments shared by colleagues and friends attest to her leadership, mentoring, loving and kind
personality, forthright yet humble personality, compassion, inspiration, positive attitude, resilience,
ambition, generosity, and courage, all of which made her and a blessing to so many.

Those who wish to contribute to preferred organizations in memory of DeLana can do so
at the following organizations: https://www.boystownhospital.org/about/donate
OR https://donate.fightingblindness.org/webdonation
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorial donations be made to:
https://www.boystownhospital.org/about/donate
OR https://donate.fightingblindness.org/webdonation

